Endoscopic treatment of biliary injury in the era of laparoscopic cholecystectomy.
During a 2-year period in which the application of laparoscopic cholecystectomy became widespread in the Pacific Northwest, 33 patients with surgically related bile duct injury were seen by the gastroenterology section of a large multi-specialty clinic. Twenty-nine of these patients had anatomy amenable to endoscopic approach, and 25 of the 29 are symptom-free, with normal ultrasonography and serum liver function tests, at a minimum of 1 year of follow-up after undergoing a variety of endotherapeutic procedures. The authors conclude that endoscopic therapy, in conjunction with percutaneous drainage of large bilomas, is effective treatment for cystic duct leak and minor damage to the common bile duct. Further data and prolonged follow-up are required in patients with more significant biliary injury who undergo endoscopic endoprosthesis and/or dilation therapy.